
+ RESEARCH & FINDINGS FOR RECIPES
08/03/10



Our Strategic Goals
Recipes is the second most popular section of Kashi.com (after “Our Foods”) but isn’t keeping visitors past the 
first page. Let’s find ways to engage, sustain interest, and inspire users to share content with friends.
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OUR STRATEGIC GOALS:     ENGAGE NEW USERS

Recipes offer an easy way for less involved and new users to engage with the brand, providing 
“basic” info that makes it easy to eat naturally.

Use recipes to “Open the door”

Connect recipes to the Kashi 
products that they contain 

(and visa versa). This reinforces 
their connection while 

encouraging product trial.

Use photography to display 
recipes more visually. Executional 

examples include slideshows, 
thumbnail listings, etc.

Bundle recipes together 
editorially, to coincide with 

holidays and seasons.

Provide easy and intuitive ways 
for users to access the types of 

recipes they are seeking.
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OUR STRATEGIC GOALS:     SUSTAIN INTEREST

Recipes give more involved community members a reason to return by delivering fresh content and 
cross links that move them through the site.

Encourage repeat involvement & participation

Connect recipes to the Kashi 
products they contain (& visa 
versa). This reinforces their 

connection and offers pathways 
for user to augment their 

product knowledge.

Surface seasonal, fresh recipes 
that provide relevancy and give 
repeat users a reason to return.

Provide things to do from recipe 
pages that are relevant to the 

recipe contents. This can include 
links to Kashi products (info & 

buy) or nutrition-related articles 
(protein, fiber, etc.)
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OUR STRATEGIC GOALS:     ENCOURAGE SHARING

Provide easy ways to share recipes and allow site visitors to become brand marketers. 
Give them the tools to share what they like, amplifying the message.

Integrate social interaction

Build sharing into all the recipe 
pages via Facebook (link share, 

Like), Twitter, E-mail, etc.

Maintain an active presence on 
Facebook. Share seasonal recipes 
on Kashi’s wall. Encourage your FB 
community to share their recipes, 

using Kashi ingredients.



Let’s Get Inspired!
Now that we’ve covered our strategic goals let’s comb the internet and see how others are getting it done. 
We’re seeing this as a conversation-starter for developing how we’ll re-shape recipes, and with each set of 
examples we’ll make some recommendations about what we feel is right for Kashi.



Organizational Ideas
How have other sites organized their recipe content? What kind of taxonomy have they used, and how 
has search been designed?
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ORGANIZATIONAL IDEAS:     TAXONOMY & SEARCH
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Epicurious

Chow

Martha Stewart

BBC Good Food

Saveur

Search & Categories
We found that most sites paired free text 
search with the ability to find recipes by 
category.  Search was always available, from 
every page. Some sites also offered an 
“advanced search” page which allowed users 
more options to filter their results.

Popular recipe categories were:

• Ingredients

• Type of course

• Type of cuisine

For Kashi we recommend having both a free 
text search box and the ability to filter by 
category.

http://www.marthastewart.com/food
http://www.marthastewart.com/food
http://www.marthastewart.com/food
http://www.marthastewart.com/food
http://www.chow.com/recipes?tag=main_menu_recipes;menu_recipes_link
http://www.chow.com/recipes?tag=main_menu_recipes;menu_recipes_link
http://www.chow.com/recipes?tag=main_menu_recipes;menu_recipes_link
http://www.chow.com/recipes?tag=main_menu_recipes;menu_recipes_link
http://www.bbcgoodfood.com/
http://www.bbcgoodfood.com/
http://www.bbcgoodfood.com/
http://www.bbcgoodfood.com/
http://www.epicurious.com/recipesmenus/advancedsearch
http://www.epicurious.com/recipesmenus/advancedsearch
http://www.epicurious.com/recipesmenus/advancedsearch
http://www.saveur.com/
http://www.saveur.com/
http://www.saveur.com/
http://www.saveur.com/
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ORGANIZATIONAL IDEAS:     CATEGORIES DICTATED BY PRODUCT OFFERING
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Stacy’s Snacks

Several product sites with recipe content 
limited categories to those only relevant to 
their products. 

Because some recipes do not contain Kashi 

products we don’t recommend going this 
route. We do recommend making it easy to 
discover recipes that use specific products (and 
calling out products used in recipes) as a way 
to reinforce the connection between Kashi food 

to everyday eating. 

Recipes currently does this with the product 
pulldown menu at the top but we’d like to 
make this more visually prominent. 

Stonyfield Farm

Rice Krispies TCHO Chocolate

Search & Categories

http://www.stacyssnacks.com/%23/?page=recipes
http://www.stacyssnacks.com/%23/?page=recipes
http://www.stacyssnacks.com/%23/?page=recipes
http://www.stonyfield.com/recipes/index.jsp
http://www.stonyfield.com/recipes/index.jsp
http://www.stonyfield.com/recipes/index.jsp
http://www.ricekrispies.com/%23/Default
http://www.ricekrispies.com/%23/Default
http://www.ricekrispies.com/%23/Default
http://www.tcho.com/chocolate/recipes-tchocolate-cake
http://www.tcho.com/chocolate/recipes-tchocolate-cake
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ORGANIZATIONAL IDEAS:     PLACEMENT OF SEARCH & CATEGORIES
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Epicurious

Almost all best-of-breed recipe sites placed 
their search options at the top of the page.

Categories were generally found listed along 
the left side.

We recommend placing the search at the top 
of the page, either where it currently sits or at 
the top of the right column.

Cook’s Illustrated

All Recipes Food Network

Placement of Search &
Category Lists

http://www.epicurious.com/recipesmenus/
http://www.epicurious.com/recipesmenus/
http://www.epicurious.com/recipesmenus/
http://www.cooksillustrated.com/recipes/
http://www.cooksillustrated.com/recipes/
http://www.cooksillustrated.com/recipes/
http://www.allrecipes.com
http://www.allrecipes.com
http://www.allrecipes.com
http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes-and-cooking/index.html
http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes-and-cooking/index.html


Editorial Content
We found that many of the most popular recipe sites presented their content editorially, 
according to time of year. 
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EDITORIAL CONTENT:     FEATURING SEASONAL RECIPES ON HOMEPAGE
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Epicurious

Many sites used a slideshow to feature their 
seasonal recipes. The use of graphic headline 
text and bold photography were popular 
design choices.

We recommend having a slideshow on the 
recipes landing page to allow groups of recipes 
to be presented seasonally. 

Cooking Light

Saveur Sunset Magazine

Featured Content on the 
Homepage

http://www.epicurious.com/recipesmenus/
http://www.epicurious.com/recipesmenus/
http://www.epicurious.com/recipesmenus/
http://www.cookinglight.com
http://www.cookinglight.com
http://www.cookinglight.com
http://www.saveur.com/
http://www.saveur.com/
http://www.saveur.com/
http://www.sunset.com/food-wine/
http://www.sunset.com/food-wine/
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EDITORIAL CONTENT:     GROUPING CONTENT TOGETHER
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NY Times

Many sites group recipes together according 
to theme. Right now a lot of them are 
offering summer menus, everything from 
drinks to desserts.

As we did with the protein initiative, grouping 
recipes by theme is a smart way to package 
them for the user. Not only does it allow more 
than one recipe to be delivered, but these 
groups can then be cross-linked, from the Kashi 

homepage, product pages or natural learning 
articles.

Eating Well

Kraft Recipes

Grouping Related 
Content Together

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/07/18/dining/18mini.html?ex=1342497600&en=e76301c448a572af&ei=5124&partner=permalink&exprod=permalink
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/07/18/dining/18mini.html?ex=1342497600&en=e76301c448a572af&ei=5124&partner=permalink&exprod=permalink
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/07/18/dining/18mini.html?ex=1342497600&en=e76301c448a572af&ei=5124&partner=permalink&exprod=permalink
http://www.eatingwell.com/
http://www.eatingwell.com/
http://www.kraftrecipes.com/
http://www.kraftrecipes.com/
http://www.kraftrecipes.com/
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EDITORIAL CONTENT:     EDUCATING THROUGH CONTENT
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Jamie Oliver

Many sites, as well as offering delicious and 
nutritional recipes, also provided information 
about healthy eating and eating local, 
seasonal foods. 

We think there’s an opportunity here to 
create recipe pages that feel uniquely Kashi 
by leveraging Kashi’s knowledge, perspective, 
and personality. 

The connection between recipes and living a 
healthy & natural lifestyle seems like an 
appropriate one to make for Kashi and we 
recommend bringing in relevant content from 
places like natural learning as much as 

possible. We should also consider partnering 
with a 3rd party site like Locavore which allow 
the user to see what’s in season locally.

An example of ownable content would be 

Kashi’s “natural foods definitions,” which could 
be presented in a fun, infographic-type of way 
in the right sidebar area.

BBC Recipes

BBC Recipes

Relevant Educational 
Content

Rice Krispies

http://www.jamieoliver.com/seasonal
http://www.jamieoliver.com/seasonal
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/fennel
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/fennel
http://www.ricekrispies.com/%23/Default
http://www.ricekrispies.com/%23/Default


Recipe Page Layouts
We found several nice examples of layouts on recipe pages.
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RECIPE PAGES:     LAYOUT EXAMPLES
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BBC Food

There is something to be said for a well laid-out page. 
We found several examples of sites which presented 
recipe content in simple and thoughtful ways. 

Page elements to consider are:

• Recipe title and photo

• Sharing and other tools

• Ingredients

We recommend pulling the main image out of the content 
column (so text no longer wraps around it) and align it to 
the left side of the page. We also recommend creating 
more separation between instructions, ingredients and 

nutritional information to ease readability.

Clean and Thoughtful Layouts

Epicurious

Text
• Instructions

• Related content

• Nutrition information

http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/realguacamole_81424
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/realguacamole_81424
http://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/Curried-Red-Lentil-Kohlrabi-and-Couscous-Salad-360049
http://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/Curried-Red-Lentil-Kohlrabi-and-Couscous-Salad-360049
http://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/Curried-Red-Lentil-Kohlrabi-and-Couscous-Salad-360049
http://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/Curried-Red-Lentil-Kohlrabi-and-Couscous-Salad-360049
http://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/Curried-Red-Lentil-Kohlrabi-and-Couscous-Salad-360049
http://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/Curried-Red-Lentil-Kohlrabi-and-Couscous-Salad-360049
http://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/Curried-Red-Lentil-Kohlrabi-and-Couscous-Salad-360049
http://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/Curried-Red-Lentil-Kohlrabi-and-Couscous-Salad-360049
http://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/Curried-Red-Lentil-Kohlrabi-and-Couscous-Salad-360049
http://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/Curried-Red-Lentil-Kohlrabi-and-Couscous-Salad-360049
http://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/Curried-Red-Lentil-Kohlrabi-and-Couscous-Salad-360049
http://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/Curried-Red-Lentil-Kohlrabi-and-Couscous-Salad-360049
http://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/Curried-Red-Lentil-Kohlrabi-and-Couscous-Salad-360049
http://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/Curried-Red-Lentil-Kohlrabi-and-Couscous-Salad-360049
http://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/Curried-Red-Lentil-Kohlrabi-and-Couscous-Salad-360049
http://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/Curried-Red-Lentil-Kohlrabi-and-Couscous-Salad-360049
http://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/Curried-Red-Lentil-Kohlrabi-and-Couscous-Salad-360049
http://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/Curried-Red-Lentil-Kohlrabi-and-Couscous-Salad-360049
http://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/Curried-Red-Lentil-Kohlrabi-and-Couscous-Salad-360049
http://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/Curried-Red-Lentil-Kohlrabi-and-Couscous-Salad-360049
http://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/Curried-Red-Lentil-Kohlrabi-and-Couscous-Salad-360049
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RECIPE PAGES:     LAYOUT EXAMPLES
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Martha Stewart

Bon Appetit

There is something to be said for a well laid-out page. 
We found several examples of sites which presented 
recipe content in simple and thoughtful ways. 

Page elements to consider are:

• Recipe title and photo

• Sharing and other tools

• Ingredients

We recommend pulling the main image out of the content 
column (so text no longer wraps around it) and align it to 
the left side of the page. We also recommend creating 
more separation between instructions, ingredients and 

nutritional information to ease readability.

Clean and Thoughtful Layouts

• Instructions

• Related content

• Nutrition information

http://www.marthastewart.com/recipe/grilled-corn-on-the-cob?backto=true&backtourl=/photogallery/corn-recipes%23slide_2
http://www.marthastewart.com/recipe/grilled-corn-on-the-cob?backto=true&backtourl=/photogallery/corn-recipes%23slide_2
http://www.marthastewart.com/recipe/grilled-corn-on-the-cob?backto=true&backtourl=/photogallery/corn-recipes%23slide_2
http://www.bonappetit.com/recipes/quick-recipes/2010/08/curried_red_lentil_kohlrabi_and_couscous_salad
http://www.bonappetit.com/recipes/quick-recipes/2010/08/curried_red_lentil_kohlrabi_and_couscous_salad
http://www.bonappetit.com/recipes/quick-recipes/2010/08/curried_red_lentil_kohlrabi_and_couscous_salad


Sharing & Community
Today, almost every page on the internet can be shared in some way. We’ll show some great examples 
of how other sites incorporate sharing, and how community-focussed modules create feelings of 
activity & momentum.
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SHARING & COMMUNITY:     WAYS TO SHARE

19

Sharing Everywhere

Stonyfield Farm Epicurious

Serious Eats Chow

Sharing was built into all of the recipe 
pages we came across and most offered 
different ways to share. 

The most common ways to share are:

• Facebook

• Twitter

• E-mail

We recommend adding the ability to share 
on every recipe page via Facebook, Twitter 
and E-mail.

http://www.stonyfield.com/recipes/index.jsp
http://www.stonyfield.com/recipes/index.jsp
http://www.stonyfield.com/recipes/index.jsp
http://www.epicurious.com
http://www.epicurious.com
http://www.epicurious.com
http://www.seriouseats.com
http://www.seriouseats.com
http://www.seriouseats.com
http://www.chow.com
http://www.chow.com
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Bon Appetit

Food 52

SHARING & COMMUNITY:     INVOLVING THE COMMUNITY

20

Community Involvement

101 Cookbooks Serious Eats

Many of these sites had active community 
involvement, even ones without user-
generated content. Members were able to 
comment, recommend, share and save 
content.

Some sites display the amount of community 
activity, which brings a sense of life and real-
time to the page.

Although we have community rating and 
commenting on our recipe pages we 
recommend moving it out of the right-hand 
column so that it’s placed with the recipe it 
relates to.

As the recipes see more community activity we 
recommend revisiting this issue of revealing this 
activity, in ways like listing “top searches” and 
“most commented.”

Epicurious

All Recipes

http://www.bonappetit.com/recipes
http://www.bonappetit.com/recipes
http://www.food52.com/recipes
http://www.food52.com/recipes
http://www.food52.com/recipes
http://101cookbooks.com/
http://101cookbooks.com/
http://www.seriouseats.com/
http://www.seriouseats.com/
http://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/Curried-Red-Lentil-Kohlrabi-and-Couscous-Salad-360049
http://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/Curried-Red-Lentil-Kohlrabi-and-Couscous-Salad-360049
http://www.allrecipes.com
http://www.allrecipes.com
http://www.allrecipes.com


Some Other Things
Here are some other things we wanted to make a note of.
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SOME OTHER THINGS:     USER TOOLS
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User Tools
Some sites provided ways to help the user 
capture and store her recipes. 

BBC gave a link to view the ingredients list 
for every recipe, available without signing up 
for an account. 

The Food Network was one of many sites 
that offered a way for users to save, organize 
and share their recipes.

Epicurious created a separate module just 
for tools & apps.

We recommend allowing the user to view a 

printable ingredient/shopping list and creating a 
way to view the “natural foods” dictionary that 
Bethany is currently developing. 

BBC Recipes

Food Network

Epicurious

http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/realguacamole_81424
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/realguacamole_81424
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/realguacamole_81424
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/realguacamole_81424/shopping-list
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/realguacamole_81424/shopping-list
http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/eating-well/chili-rubbed-tilapia-with-asparagus-amp-lemon-recipe/index.html
http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/eating-well/chili-rubbed-tilapia-with-asparagus-amp-lemon-recipe/index.html
http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/eating-well/chili-rubbed-tilapia-with-asparagus-amp-lemon-recipe/index.html
http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/eating-well/chili-rubbed-tilapia-with-asparagus-amp-lemon-recipe/index.html
http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/eating-well/chili-rubbed-tilapia-with-asparagus-amp-lemon-recipe/index.html
http://www.epicurious.com
http://www.epicurious.com
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Links to Products
Here are some examples of product callouts 
from recipe pages.

We recommend visually calling out any Kashi 
product that was used in the recipe and linking 

to both buy and info pages. We also 
recommend linking to related recipes from 
product pages through a recipe sidebar module 
that we’d design.

SOME OTHER THINGS:     PRODUCT CALLOUTS

Food 52

TCHO Chocolate

Rice Krispies

http://www.food52.com/recipes/5755_panroasted_swordfish_with_tarragonmustard_sauce
http://www.food52.com/recipes/5755_panroasted_swordfish_with_tarragonmustard_sauce
http://www.food52.com/recipes/5755_panroasted_swordfish_with_tarragonmustard_sauce
http://www.tcho.com/chocolate/recipes-chocolate-nib-crinkle-cookies
http://www.tcho.com/chocolate/recipes-chocolate-nib-crinkle-cookies
http://www.tcho.com/chocolate/recipes-chocolate-nib-crinkle-cookies
http://ricekrispies.com/%23/recipes/funny-faces
http://ricekrispies.com/%23/recipes/funny-faces
http://ricekrispies.com/%23/recipes/funny-faces


Okay, Let’s Summarize Our 
Recommendations
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RECIPES REFRESH:     SUMMARY OF OUR RECOMMENDATIONS

Search & Categories

For Kashi we recommend having both a free text 
search box and the ability to filter by category.

Placement of Search

We recommend placing the search at the top of the 
page, either where it currently sits or at the top of 
the right column.

Featured Content on Homepage

We recommend having a slideshow on the recipes 
landing page to allow groups of recipes to be 
presented seasonally. 

Grouping Related Content

We recommend grouping recipes together and 
presenting them editorially and in tandem with brand 
initiatives.

Educational Content

We recommend bringing in relevant content from 
places like natural learning as much as possible. 

Recipe Page Layout

We recommend aligning the main image to the top 
left of the page. Create more separation between 
instructions, ingredients and nutritional information to 
ease readability.

Community Ratings & Comments

We recommend moving it out of the right-hand 
column so that it’s placed with the recipe it relates to.

User Tools

We recommend allowing the user to view a printable 
ingredient/shopping list and creating a way to view 
the “natural foods” dictionary. 

Links to Products

Visually call out Kashi products with links to both buy 
and info pages. Link to related recipes from product 
pages through recipe sidebar modules.



+ Thank You+


